4 na. > Se 


a] C7 
> M +FY prone A ths li 
— : 


« the naviows of all mon —Favr... 


—— — — — —  —  — SOC 01 oa i ——— _ — > OO > ———————O  ——— 


D. D. SMITH, 
AND PROPRIETOR. 


L. 8. orbiter 


T AND MH SMITH, 
ASSOCIATE EDITORS. 


John E. Dill, Printer. 
_ ORIGINAL SERMON. 


A DISCOURSE + 
in Spencer, Mass., on the occasion of dedicat- 
ing meeting-house erected by the Universalists in 
- that place, November 20, 1833. 


BY L. $, EVERETT. 


4 dreadful > grod rar] mp eo! 'This is none other but the 
TS of God: and is the gate of heaven, Gzx. 
XX. 17. 

Tat occasion on which we are ass8embled is one 

a interest. Another temple 

we have met to dedicate it 

who is the Saviour of all men,” 


.Cere- 


A Urine ror Gat 


| xy rwlhy miles the - Bape Frex 
| » though familiar to most of my hearers, 
dear tower relation. Jacob, after receiving 
ing of his venerable father, went out 

er Sheba, and went toward Haran.. And{i 
& lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there 
night, because the gun was set. . And he took 


mig, U . place, and put them for his 


down in that op 7 tosleep. And 
& drear or getarty adder set upon the 
h, and the _ of it adder to heaven. And 
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morning, and took the « 
his pillow, and set it up f 
oil upon the top of it. An 


Ire, | 
considered WE iarly. t; an& Why - 
he thus consecrated the pillar which, he erected -- 
there? Why did he consider that, in preference - 
to any other place, * the Wn”; of, Ie 
gate of heayen ?? A 
it because God was 


the wrath of their Creator ? 
there made known his determination to cast off, 
forever, apart of all the of the, carth ? or 
was it because he then to bestow 


Jacob certain spiritual favors, or 
sings, which were to be wala from others ? 
n at we have of the. -- 


No—none of these. 

It appears, from the 
circumstances connected with- this transaction, 
that —_— was Ck to Jacob WG 
time, whic calculated to 
cite his fears concerning the final welfare of ths 


tain promtse, which had been, 
Abraham, and which was su 
__ Isanc. It is thus e 


thee 
"hat you may unde the n 
cation, Li full extent of this 
an explanatory remark, from the 
the Galatians, iii. 16. *Now to 
8ccd were the promises made ; he eaith 
to ccedatas of many, ot as i on, Sand 


to the south ; | 8e 
the famalies of 


is sleep, and aid, | 
e, and I knew It 


of the Saeth im seed of Jacob, he was under- _*. > 
;to-mean, that he would cauge all families of...” > 
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writer—* Unto/you first, God having raised up his | 


Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, im turning away 
every one of you: from his iniquities. From this 
we Jearn, that the way in which God designed to 
bless the families of the earth, was by turning 
them away from their niquities, and not by savin 
them from the just puniehment of their sins. An 
this is the purport of what was 8aid by the angel, 
——* Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he 8hall 
8ave his people from their sins.* And again, it is 
8aid, by an apostle—* He gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniqnity.'#s And again, 
it is 8aid, in 8pecial reference to this covenant of 

"mise—* There shall come out of Zion the 
Peliverer, and he $hall turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob ; for this is my covenant unto them, 
when I shall take away their sins.”- 

We-are now prepared to tell why Jacob con- 
sidered the spot where he slept, under the broad 
canopy of heaven, peculiarly sacred, and why he 
there consecrated the stone which had served 
him for a pillow, by a s0lemn religious act, and 
why he regarded it as the house of God, and as 
the gate of heaven. ” 

It was not because that place was, aside from 
the circumstances connected with his s0journ 
there, more 8acred than other places, but because 
God had there confirmed to his servant a most 
blessed promise—becauese he had there declared 
his determination to save from sin all the nations, 
kindreds, and fatnilies of the earth. 

And the inference which we draw from the sub- 
ject before us is, that we should ever consider 
our temples of worship sacred and holy, in pro- 
portion to the value of the*blessings therein pro- 
claimed. And by the s8ame rule we are 'to esti- 
mate our religious institutions and privileges. If 
they conduce to the improvement of our minds, to 
the expansion of our benevolent feelings, to the 
purification of our hearts, and withal to the pro- 
motion of 'our best good and happiness, then are 
we bound to prize them very highly, and improve 
them to the utmost extent of our ability. 

Suffer me to urge upon your attention the case 
of Jacob. He arose early. in the morning, and 
gtood near the spot where he had slept. He saw 
around him no s8plendid works of art. 'There lay 
the stone upon which he had rested his head, ard 
on%Fither side he beheld nothing but the handy- 

of Him who, in the exercise of his power, 
,and it was done—commanded, and it stood 


words of that blessed. promise—* In thee, and in 
thy 8eed, shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.” | | 
With the eye of faith, he beheld generation 
after generation rising up and passing away— 
nation after nation emerging from obscurity, at- 
taining the height of its prosperity, declining, and 
falling—and a long succession of families, enjoy- 
ing their brief day of existence, and becoming 
tenants of the tomb. ' And then he might ous 
inquired, * What means the promise which 8ays 
that these are all to be blessed? Does it mean, 
that they are all to be made acquainted with the 
- character and doctrine of the Messiah, and con- 
.*yerted to his truth ? 'That cannot reasonably. be 
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publisheth salvation, that brin 
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I 
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Fe 


that God hath chosen, out of the di 


expected. Can it mean, that God will offer salva- . 
tion to all, knowing, at the same time, that by 
will accept of it ? That will not do; for, in ths 
cage, but a small of the human family » 
ever be blessed in the Messiah. Can.it 


if 
y _ 
: AT "* 
"Was. 4 


cs 
of the earth, a certain definite that 


8uch, and only such, are to bg -blessed® No—l - 
the promise of eternal 


dare not thus interpret 
goodness. | 

©Blessed be God, I understand it. The Lord 
hath purposed in himself to grant the blessing of 
eternal life to all the progeny of Adam; and the 
Redeemer is to spring from the race of Abraham, 
and he 1s to be the exalted Instrument of recon- 
ciling all to God, that they may glorify his name, 
and enjoy his favor forever and ever! Surely, 
God was in this place, and I knew it not.” 

The religion of the gospel is areligion of grati- 
tude. God hath manifested himself, the beauties 
and glories of his nature, the . surpassing excel]- 
lence of his loving kindness—hath disclosed the 
divine counsels of his will, the riches of his grace, 
the almightiness of his love—for what ? Dk 

That, by making us sensible of our obligations 
to him, he might secure to himself, and to himself 
alone, the homage, the love, the praise, the wor- 
ship, and the willing obedience, of his moral crea- 
tion. Behold in this the secret spring of all the 
virtues that adorn and dignify the character of 
man, | 

Describe the pains of hell—portray the agonies 
of the damned—clothe heaven in the habiliments 
of wrath, and what have you accomplished ? Have 
you caused mortals to love the God before whom 
they tremble? No—by making God a tyrant, you 
have transformed his children into slaves. 'They 
tremble at his nod, and flee from his presence, to 
avoid the s80ul-killing influence of his frown. 

Unveil the glories of his character and pur- 
poses—sgpeak forth his gracious promises—dwell 
upon the great theme of his love—tell of the won- 
ders of his grace, and what will be the result? 
You will see the smile of joy lighted upon the 
countenances of thoge who were: *just ready to 
perish, and their bosoms will 8well with emotions 
of gratitude. 'The people of God are then led 
to exclaim, * How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 

th good tidings 
of good, that saith unto Zion, thy God reigneth !? 
To 8uch, the place where these themes are dwelt 
upon becomes the house of God, and the gate-of 
heayen ; and the grateful heart dedicates its best 
affections to the service of him who 1s the Author 
of its desires,'its hopes, and its blessedness. 

This sentiment, which I trust meets a cordial 
reception in the breast of each enlightened hear- 
er, I have adopted as the leading thought in the 
remainder of the present discourse. And now 
we are prepared to consider 8ome of the benefits 
to be secured by religious worship. And, 

1. It is designed and calculated to call into exer- 
cise our moral affections. 

The human heart is formed for noble purposes. 
It is capable of experiencing emotions trul "got 
like. Nor have any, by misfortunes of birth or 
education, become 80 depraved as to render an 
improvemeut of their moral condition impossible. 
It may be difficult, but till. practicable. 'Those 
whose early impressions have been erroneous, or 
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= have become hardened'in an irreligious and 

immoral course of life, are in a condition at, once 

unhappy and unpromising ; still, they are not 'be- 

yond the reach of mercy. And by this I mean, 

that the yoice of God; in the tender accents of 

+ love, can ill be heard, and the amount-of his 
| gomewhat justly estimated. 

'Those who think: otherwise labor under a sad 
and dangerous mistake. When Israel had de- 
stroyed itself, the Lord said, in the fulness of 
divine compassion, * O Israe], thou hast destroyed 
thyself, but in me is thy help ; 80, also, the invita- 
tions of divine mercy are extended to the moet 
' ginful and depraved, as well as to those who 
delight in the statutes of the Lord—to those who 
are near, with an endearing tenderness of expres- 
810n—to those who are afar off, with an earnest- 
ness proportionate to the dangers of their situa- 
tion. *Come unto me,” says the Saviour, *all ye 
who are weary and heavy laden, and, I will give 
you rest. ' Learn of me, for my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.” And God, by the mouth of 
his prophet, exclaims, * Ho! every one that thirst- 
eth, come ye to the waters! Come, ye who have 
no money, come, buy and eat, without money, and 
without price.* And then comes the language of 
kind, but importunate expostulation—_ W herefore 
do Fj 8pend money for that which is not breab, 
an we labor for that which satisfieth not ? 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your 8oul delight itself in 
fatness.” 

The constant language of the Redeemer to his 
follswers is, © Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the SAC. -” while to the unbe- 
lieving and disobedient he cries, *'Turn ye, turn 
ye, for why will ye die? And © God hath com- 
mended his love towards us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, in due time Christ died for us.* 

From these, and other similar expressions of his 
kind regard for us, God hath sought to win the 
affections of his children, and gain their entire 
confidence. How captivating and endearing are 
the testimonials of his undying love! *©If my 
children forsxake my law, and walk not in ,my 
gtatutes, then I will visit their transgressions with 
a rod, and their iniouities with stripgs.' Is this all ? 
No—* Nevertheless, my loving kindness I will not 
take from them, nor suffer my faithſulness to fail.” 

Now, in the worship of God, in the name, and 
as the disciples, of his Son, we necessarily recog- 
nize the ness and kindnessof his intentions; 
and, as often as we do 80, we feel inclined to love 
him because he hath first loved us,” and to. be 
thankful and grateful for the multitude of his 


tender mercies. And hence, as you will perceive, 
religious worship, by calling into exercise our 
moral affoctions; Joes to a compliance with the 
first and great command—that which requires us; 
to love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, 
aud strength. _ ; 

eligion being a concern of each individua] 
heart, it.is of the first. importance, that its affec- 
tions should be purified, and all its emotions be 
modes harmonize with the attributes, and pur- 


tuned to that song of grace which was chanted on 

he” birth-morn of Immanuel— Glory to God in 
the highest, on earth peace, good will towards 
mens 7. wa | | 


"and promises of God. They must be at- | 


Religious worship is the communion of - the 
heart with its Creator. It is something which 
must be fe]t—it cannot, be seen nor fully describ- 
ed. - Public worship is little else than offering up 
to God, in the company of our friends, the tribute 
of gratitude, and the incense of praise, for com- 
mon ' blessings, and common mercies. Private 
wee is adapted to a more free and full:expres- 
$10n of. our thanks for 8uch particular” manitesta- 
tions of our heavenly Father's love; as seemmore 
2 Sp to lay us under personal oblig ns to 

1m. nos tre 

This is 8aid of religious worship in the abstract. 
We next inquire, W ho is benefitted by it? Is it to 
be eupposed. that God derives any advantage from 
the homage of his creatures? \No=-those who 
perform this reasonable service- are the principal 
gainers. And in what consists. the advantage? 
We answer—chiefly in that preparation of heart, 
and purification, and exaltation of the affections, 
which fit us for happiness, and qualify us for being 
useful in our day and generation. - And how is this 
to be effected? Answer—The soul, by holding 
communion with its. adorable Author, and by be- 
coming conversant with his blessed promises; and 
through them, with his divine .purposes—and, in 
a word, with its own destiny, learns its duty, 
and feels the gentle, though potent influence-of 
eternal loye. In this way, we are taught to be 
grateful, to be thankful, to be obedient—and, in 
the devout exercise of these, our moral attributes, 
we may become wiser, better, and happier. 

2. Religious worship is designed and calculat- 
ed to correct erroneous impressions, and assist us 
in forming just and rational opinions. 

Living as we do, and as we must,”in a world in 
which ignorance prevails, and the. care of our 
minds having been entrusted to those who, like 
ourselves, were-liable to err, and were, moreover, 
subjected to the influences of unfavorable circum- 
8tances, it is no wonder that we should: have re- 
ceived erroneous impressions. Imperfect as we 
are, we need not marvel at the fact, that false im- 
pressions have been retained, and that they have 
exerted a prejudicial influence upon our feelings, 
our conduct, and our happiness. 

Public exercises of devotion, attended by in- 
structive lessons drawn from the word and works 
of God, and from his providence, are among the 
appointed, and best means, of eradicating from 
.our minds those errors which sprung up, were 
nourished there, with the elements of our moral 
and intellectual being.. It is true, that, *by- the 
foolishness of preaching,” the bondage of the mind 
may' be perpetuated—it is no less true, that by a 
public dispensation of the word of life, many may 
be made wise, even unto salvation. . 

I do not say this of F gen: only ; for every 
deyotional exercise, 1 7a and conscienti- 
ously performed, has a similar effect. Forin 
thought, directed to the throne of God, we ne» 
cessarily recognize the goodness and .loveliness 


of his nature; and the more frequently and fer- — 


vently we indulge these contemplations, the more 

do we love the Author of our being, and the more 

highly do we-esteem his character. SRO 
tis 8aid of those expectations of eternal life 


and happiness, which the gospel authorizes us to _ , pw” 
purifieth Ws? ® 


cherish—* Whosoever hath- this hope,-} 
himgelf, even as Christ is pure.” And by this w 
understand, that the precious * faith rich v 


once delivered unto the saints,” authorizing, as it 
does, the hope that is full of immortality, purifies 
the affections, and the opinions of mankind. * 


But here I must be understood as speaking of 


the effect of that worship in which the 8oul re- 
—_—_—_ the impartial love of God, as — 
in his precious /promises. We must feel, that he 
-_ -unto all, and then we shall 8oon be led 

to entertain the opinion, that he will save all with 
an everlasting salvation. 

Now, it is a fact, worthy of observation, that all 
truly grateful and devout emotions are. entirel 
at variance with that dreadful doctrine . whic 
teaches us, that our heavenly Father will cast off 
gome of his wretched childzen forever. 'The bare 
ren that 8uch can be his determination 1s a 

eath-blow to gratitude. If we pray, our invol- 
untary supplication is, that such an everlasting 
calamity may be averted. : 

I doubt not that every truly benevolent believ- 
er in that doctrine has often found his 8oul stru 
gling against the convictions of his mind, while 
e 


vocates of it have been aware of this, and have, 
in order to prevent any material change in the 
opinions of the people, spoken against the upris- 
ings of our benevolent emotions, as if they were 
the offspring of natural, if not total depravity. 
© Beware,” 8ay they, © of cherishing these de- 
8ires for the salvation of all mankind, lest, perad- 
venture,.they ripen into the kope, that all wall be 
gaved. If too benevolent, you may be betrayed 
into the heresy of Universalism. For if you. are 
brought to that state of feeling which would in- 
cline you to save all, if in your power, the very 
next step is © the perdition of ungodly men”—in 
as much as, if you believe that God is as beneyo- 
Tent as yourselves, and has the power to accom- 
Plish all that he desires, you are nor far from the 
yawning vortex of the great heresy of the age.” 
As believers in the final restitution of all things, 
we 8hould prefer to have all men every where 
worship God as the Father, Friend, and Saviour 
of our race. We would have them < lift up holy 
hands? for the salvation of all, without wrath or 
doubting. But, since many cannot do this, we 
would desire, that they may continue to worshi 
God in their own way. For if they now th 
un for 8ome mercies, we may hope 
thank him for all. And if, by any process, they 
can bring themselves to love a ge”, # xp: is only 
the Friend and Saviour of a part of his children, 
they can 80on be brought to love and obey a God 
who is the Saviour of all. 
It is, with us, a cause of deep and heartfelt 
_——_s that the doctrine of endless 8uffering 
not entirely extinguished the zeal of those 
believe it. For in every prayer offered up at 
palpitation. of the 


who 
the'throne of grace—in every 
benevolent heart, in every 80ng of praise, we 


have ® pledge of the triumph of our course over 
all that now opposes its onward march. Though 
the 1 rare be diffidently anramad-— 
the beating heart may almost despair—though 

of praise may almost die upon *the desert 


gong 


air,” 8till we have, in these devotional exercises, 
the g« of that sentiment, to the truth of which 
God get his hand and geal, and which, like 


the stone which was cut out of the mountain with- 


out hands, is destined to become and fill 
the whole earth. PTTL CES. 
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 Those who are accustomed- 
of the times, will be free to ack 
liberal 8entiments have ady d. 

ship has become more. and more epiritual and 
refined, as well as more rational and consistent. 
It is difficult to decide, whether liberality of sen- 
timent is the cause or the effect of this spirituality ; 
but we need have no hesitancy in eaying, that 
they have, all along, accompanied each other. 
And hence we 8ay, let the souls of mankind be 
taught to worship God in sincerity and truth—to 
pour out the tribute of gratitude, and the opin- 
10ns of the people will be improved. The change 
which we desire to have wrought in the moral 
and religious condition of the people, though in 
part a reformation of opinion, is more egspecially 
a concern of the heart, and is to be accomplished 
by the aid of those emotions and- feelings which 
are produced by communion with the mind of God. 

8. Religious worship is designed and calculated 
_ exert a salutary influence upon our conduct in 
ife, Bt 

It is in the temple of worship, that the conscien- 
ces of the people are disciplined . and educated. 
It is the appropriate office of the preacher, to 
explain, defend, and enforce, those 8acred truths 
which relate to the duty, and the destiny of his 
hearers. He is bound to reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all long suffering and doctrine. 'The people, 
when they enter the house of God, are to'go with 
the intention of learning something for their ben- 
efit. And they should regard the moments 
in the services of the sanctuary, as 80 muc 
devoted to the most important of all obj b"% 

The rules of life are drawn from the word of 
God, and his laws must be studied, in order to'be 
understood. - Nature, in itself, may be: 8aid 'to 
contain the laws of God ; but these were never 
fully understood, without the aid of revelation. 
Hence religion may be considered as a branch of 
'Science, and the Bible as a treatise upon it. 

He who trusts* confidently to his own discov- 
eries, or ta the guggestions of his own reason, or 
to the speculations of men uninspired and unin- 
fluenced by divine truth, is in a fair way to be 
* blown about by every wind of doctrine,” and to 
” _— away by & vain conceit, or a false phi- 
080P 


| 


Religion and morality, though in some respects 
different, both rest upon the same foundation, and 
are to be gupported by the game means. Nothing 
else can afford 80 good a support to these pillars 
of 8ociety, as an habitual observance of the public 
Vang of God, and a careful and prayerful study 
of his k 

To nothing of other parts of the Bible, 
thoge which contain accounts'of the life and ex- 
amples of our Saviour, furnish a perfect rule of 
ror And the study of these might profita- 

ly eng the attention of the well- 

mand, during a long life. In them we are furnish- 
ed with directions for every exigency, and helps 
for every moral infirmity. | 

Those who devoutly wait upon God, -on; each 
return of the day of rest,—who accustom them- 
elves to recount his mercies, and think seriously 


and gratefully = the tokens of his. | 
who call to mind his promises, and zte upon - 
| his loving kj will foel themaelves qualified 


to encounter the trials, and overcome the difficul- 
| ties which may beset them during the week, 


Is 
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and attendi 


\. 
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ne, Wore 
ces of Cl | 


' —if, from time to time, its walls shall resound with 
; gongs of praise,—if it shall become a place where 
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bl ps, > | ance of duty, and a cheerful acquies- 
ence in all the digpensations of a holy Providence. 
From this we discover, 


ztandingly worshipped, in spirit, and in truth, that 
lace is the house of God, and that is the gate of 
eayen.” 'There the Eternal is, in the midst of his 


Cc _—_ g them, and blessing them. 
ky: e, if devoted@ the worship of Him 
aviour of all—1f occupied by such as 


8hall devoutly trust the promise which says that in 
Christ 8hall all the families of the earth be blessed 


prayer is wont to be made; and if these seats 
ghall be occupied by those whose faith shall be 
like that of faithful Abratam, then will it be God's 


a 8; and though we may know. it not, God will 
And now observe—on the right hand and on 
et, the ward of the Lord has free course, and 
is glorified, Houses for his worship are springing 
up, as if reared by supernatural' means, and are 
devoted to the cause of truth and moral righteous- 
ness.  These-are the houses of God! -We hope, 
and war rw believe, that 8uch temples are to 
be reared in arts of our happy conntry ; and 
millions are to throng them, an 
peatedly vocal with 
eth eternity. 
And now listen to the words of the Pealmist— 
+ All nations whom thou hast made, O Lord, shall 
come and worship before thee, and shall glorify 
thy name.* Hear the voice of the Almighty — I 
have 8worn by myself, the word is gone out of my 
mouth'in righteousness and shall not return, that 
unto me'every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
8hall 8wear, surely shall say, in the Lord have I 
righteougness and strength.” 
Of Christ it is said, that he * gave himeelf a 
ransom'for all, to be testified in due time.* And 


render” them re- 
e praises of him who inhabit- 


" 


8aith 


everlasting joy upon their heads.” 
the meaning of all” this? It is, that God is not 
confined to temples made with hands—but that he 
dwells with the-contrite of heart, —and that the 
time is at hand, when his tabernacle will be with 
men; and his church the universal world. 

Obeerve further—all who engage in worship- 
ing God, nongyf dren both 
and happy. Th Ons Wo wth: 
iency” of that grace which bringeth salvation, 
nd rejoice in the. hope it affords. What, then, 
hall we 8ay of the condition of mankind, when 
rorship of God shall become universal—when 
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shall come and worshjp. before him, and shall 
glorify his name? When | 

* Jesus hall reign where'er the sun 

Does his successive journeys run, 


His kingdom stretch from shore to shore— 
| Till suns 8þall rise to set no more,” _ - 


Glory. be to God! Then will holiness 


the truth, and the truth known by all from the 
least unto the greatest. 'The earth shall be filled 
with a knowledge of God, and the glory of his 
name! His temple will be the universe, and all 
his people shall praise him. Vs" 
his neat and convenient honse has been erect- 
ed at the ex ; 
cm of God to the patriarchs of old, and who 
ve joyfully believed it. They have rejoiced in 
anticipation of its fulfilment, and they have pious- 
y resolved to consecrate these walls, and this 
esk, and these seats, to the service of Him who 
is the Saviour of all. . How shall this be done ? 
How can we best assist them in rendering this 
*the house of God, and the gate of heaven ?? 
Answer,—by causging these s to resound with 
the news of 8alvation—by repeating the blessed 


 promise which transformed, in days of old, a rude 


pillar into a holy temple, and caused a lonely 
wanderer to renew his pledge of obedience to the 
God of his fathers—a blessin} which thrilled bis 
goul with new-born emotions of delight, and call- 
ed into exercise the holiest affections of his na- 
ture. 

We came to this place as the messengers of 

ood tidings, to join with our friends, in solemn 

anksgiving to the God of all grace, for the mul- 
titude of his tender mercies ; to raise_ our feeble 
voices in & joyful proclamation of the news of sal- 
vation for the ends of the earth! We glory in 
8aying to you, my beloved friends, that the promise 
is to you, and to your children, and to all who are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call. And this we do in obedience to the high 
behest of Heaven—that this may * be the house of 
God, and the gate of heaven.” 

Long may this temple be devoted to the purpo- 
ges for which- it was erected. Long may it be 
the resort of the enlightened followers of him in 
whom all nations are to be blessed. Long may 
its walls be made to resound with the song of 
praige. Long may the word of life be dispensed 
from this desk. Long may it remain & light- 
gome place of worship, adoration, and praiee ! 

Here may the aged repair, 
evidences of the goodness of God.” May they 
often listen to the theme of a Saviour's love, unti 
like Simeon of old, they shall be led to exclaim— 
©Our eyes have seen the salvation of God.* Lean- 
ing upon him who is their stay and. their staff, 
may their hearts be made glad, and their 8ouls to 
rejoice. | 2 OM . 
May, the middle-aged here find the joy and 
$0580 of believing in full fruition, and often pon- 
ler upon those rules of life which the gospel pro- 
vides. May they here, from time to time, 
instruction that sball be salutary, an 


coraforts that shall be abiding. "Pp they here be 
made duly $8ensible of the weight of their obliga- 
tions to the rising generation, and find their hearts 
glowing with fervent love to God, and good will 
towards his needy children. 


omise made to Jacob shall be falfilled—when 
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And here may the young, at stated times, listen 
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happiness be co-extensive with = knowledge” of * 
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' to the lessons of heavenly wisdom, and become 
wise even unto salyation. - May they, like youth- 


ful Jacob, resolve that the Lord shall be their God, 


and his statutes their rule of life. May their tender 

minds be deeply and Jastingly impressed with the 

gaving and sanctifying realities of the gospel, and 

their characters formed from the pattern of him 
who was tempted, but without 8in. © 

And here may children be offered up to the 
Lord, in the name of the holy child Jesus, as the 
objects of his regard, and the heirs of his kingdom, 
that from the mouths of babes the praise of God 
may be perfected. 

And, finally, here may the word of God be faith- 
fully proclaimed, and joyfully received, for many 
years to came, From this place may the light of 
truth radiate in every direction. May the fire of 
divine love be kindled up in the pious breasts of 
those who shall worship within these walls—may 
the flame spread from heart to heart, from place 
to place, until the hay, wood, and stwbble, shall be 
congumed, and man become the friend of man, and 
all, the friends of God. 

Thus may there be enjoyed on earth an antepast 
of that blissful era, when the promise which we 
have considered s8hall be completely falfilled— 
when all 8hall have been made alive in' Christ, 
and gaved in the Lord with an everlasting salva- 
tion—that it may in truth be s8aid, that the taberna- 
cle of God 1s with men. 

And at last, when our earthly duties, trials, and 
enjoyments, shal! cease, may we meet, to dedi- 
cate to the service of- our Creator, by recounting 
his mercics, and speaking of his loving-kindness, 
©a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens,” And there may we meet, 
- - with the great congregation of the redeemed, in 

glory, and, with loud and perpetual hosannas, praise 

od and the Lamb, forever and ever. Amen. 
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PROFESSOR NORTON'S WORK. 


A Statement of Reasons for not believing the Doctrines 
of 'Trinitarians, concerning the Nature of God, and 

_ the Person of Christ, By AnDREws NokTox. Cam- 
bridge and Boston. 1833, 


'Tais work, in my hamble opinion, is a triumphant 
refutation of the Trinitarian errors /* concerning 
the character of God, and the person of Christ,” 
which is its professed object. . It is 8omewhat 
more diffase, on some points of no inconsiderable 
importance, than any other work upon this subject 
with which we are acquainted. His illastration of 
the doctrine of the * Logos,” for the purpose of 
throwing some additional light upon the first chap- 
ter of John, .is peculiarly valuable. Without a 
knowledge ' of the facts which he adduces, it 
g8eems to me, that no one can see the consisten- 
cy, or understand the meaning or propriety, of the 
I used in that place. In a word, this 
book is replete with instruction upon the import- 
ant subject it is designed to illustrate ; and the 
gentiments, with a very few exceptions, contained 
in the body of the work, we can most cordially 
gubscribe to. | | | . 

We wish we could «ay this of all that is con- 
tained in it. But we cannot. The appendix, it 
geems to us, contains 8ome things very exception-' 
able. There are admissions and statements in it, 


which; in our 8ober opinion, are but illy calculated 
to increase the confidence of int reach in the - 
scriptures, or the decisions.of the apostles. -I al- 
lude to the admission, that there is a real disagree- 
ment, between the meaning of the language of 
Christ and his apostles, concerning his reappear- 
ance upon the earth—that the apostles were 4ps3 
fatto in error in regard to this matter. - 'This ad- 
mission or statement, whichever it may be con- 
8idered, 8eems to us unfortunate, and a blemish 
in the work. And I regret it is there, because it 
8eems entirely uncalled for, and calculated to pro- 
duce an influence decidedly bad. We may in- 
deed misjudge in this thing, but 80 it 8eems to us. 
That the apostles misunderstood our Lord in re- 
rd to 8ome things, no man, who has Tead his 
ible with any degree of attention, can for one 
moment doubt. But they were not, 80 far as we 
are able to discover, permitted . to remain during 
the whole course of their -ministry in error, or for 
any great _—_ of time. We are unable to find, 
that any of these eprs were 8uch, that they 
would mislead or convey false views to the'minds 
of their hearers. At least no 8uch appear to have 
remained until they -commenced their ministry, 
gubsequently to the resurrection of Christ. If any 
errors did remain after that period, their*character 
8eems to have been rather negative than positive. 
Of this kind was that in relation to the preaching of 
the gospel to the Gentiles. 'They 8upposed it was 
designed s0lely for the Jews, and it took nothin 
8hort of a special revelation to convince them © 
their error. But.it led them into no erroneous 
practices, or placed before them no false motives 
of action. It was negative, inducing them merely. 
to abstain from doing what was both lawful and 
right. - But the supposed mistake imputed to them 
by our author is evidently of a different comple-x 
ion, and not altogether 80 harmlegs as Professor 
Norton 8eems to imagine. 

We readily admit, that, had it been a matter of 
80 little importance as our author wishes ns to un- 
derstand, it would have appeared entirely different. 
from what it now does to us. But, even then, 
there is 80mething unseemly in it, especially when 
we consider it in connexion with this admission,* 
that a miraculous intercourse was kept up, after 
the death of Christ, between him and his apostles. 
We hardly think our author would permit a friend, + 
with whom he had a daily correspondence, to be 
80 much deceived as to understand a promise of 
a visit by proxy for a personal one, without cor- 
recting the error. ST 

That the error of the apostles, if indeed* it be 
one, is not altogether 80 unimportant as is repre- 
sented, it 8eems to me every one must perceive, 
upon the most cursory survey of the epistles. It 
was s8omething which the apostles appear to have 
had gonstantly before them, and for which they 
looked with the most intense anxiety. Yea, more 
than this, they used it as an inducement for the 
Christians to be faithful, watchful, and obedient. 
When this is taken into view, the matter agsumes 
a very 8eriqus aspect, and represents the charac- 
ter of our Lord in an exceedingly unworthy light, 
egpecially if it be a fact, that a miraculous inter- 
course was kept up between him and his apostles 


| after his regurrection,; of which there 'is but little 


Ly 


doubt. * - | 
Aceording to' our author's opinion, our Lord, 


* See page 160161, 
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not, permitted his apostles to hold up an event, to 
induce their converts to perform their daty, which 
he knew would not happen according to their ex- 
pectations. If 8uch an opinion is not designed, not 
only to destroy the confidence of community in 
the decisions of the apostles, but also to bring a 
reproach upon Christianity itself, then I am whol!y 
unable to trace a cause to its effect, or reason « 


TI would not be understood. to intimate by this, 
that the learned author intended to destroy the 
confidence of community in the scriptures, or bring 
a reproach upon Christianity ; for 8uch I do not 
believe was his intention. I merely state- it as 
my gone that such is its direct tendency. 

If F migjudge in the matter, I should be highly 
gratified 1f 80me one, interested in the 8ubject, 
would set me right. No person could be more 
gratified to find that the opinion, here offered; is 
not well founded, than myself. D, F. 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 


THE BIBLE. 


Taxxz Bible contains the message of God to his 
fallible creature, man, It is the 8acred Store- 
house, where the Christian may repair to refresh 
his spirits, feast his soul, and obtain that know- 
- ledge which is eternal life, It is equalled by no 
other yolume, and contains s8uch instructions, such 
comf; guch consolations, 8uch hopes, such 
wy 1 and 8uch joys, as are to be found in no 
ook formed by the wisdom of erring man. 
'The 8acred volume contains the history of the 
_ creation, and of the formation of of the will of 
God, and the destin F2 our. race, both for time 
and eternity. The duty which man owes to his 
God, himself, and to his fellow men, are in its 
pages clearly and fully et forth. No one can 
read it with prayerful and. careful attention, and 
with a determination to know. and nnderstand its 
gentiments, and miss of comfort and instruction. 
Those who. receive its directions, imbibe the 
Spirit it' exhibits, and walk according to the di- 
rection'it gives,-will receive consolation when in 
trouble, light when in darkness, comfort in the 
>, hour of 8orrow, and 8upport in the day of adversi- 
ty, and resignation to all the allotments of Heaven. 
" -Reader, whoever thou art, whatever may be 
thy situation in life, or to whatever denomination 
thou mayest. belong, neglect not to study the 
Bible. Read it constantly, attentively, prayer- 
fully, critically ; it will Foun you as rivers of 
water ins dry place, and will refresh and animate 
your spirits, and give you a foretaste of heaven 
and immortal glory. 8. 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 


EXCUSE FOR NEGLECTING PUBLIC WORSHIP. 
ha NUMBER I. 


Trar man is the same being in all ages of the 
world,” when placed under the same circumstances, 
is evident from the history of the past, compared 
with the present. He pursues the 8ame objects, 
is governed by the 8ame desires, and is guilty of 
the 8ame faults: 80 that the saying of Solomon is 
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when he could haye -undeceived them as well as | that which 
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to be bath already been; and God 
rp_ which is past.? 

We learn, from the epistle to the Hebrews, that 

gone, in the early ages of the Christian church, 
were guilty of that neglect of duty, now prevalent 
in 8ome degree—the duty of Public Worship ; 
and, when calling their attention to things. of im- 
portance, this was not forgotten by the apostle. 
It would take more time and information than 
the writer is in 8810N of, to bring before the 
readers of the Universalist all the reasons which 
men offer for the neglect of public worship ; yet 
it is proposed, in a few brief articles, to consider 
some of the excuses Rs by those who absent 
themselves from the house of worship, and then 
urge upon the reader the necessity of attending to 
this duty, and not forsake the assembling for public 
devotion, as the manner of 8ome is. M. H. 8. 


TO OUR PATRONS. , 


Tax 8econd quarter of this yolume has now ex- 
pired. 'Those who have not paid their subscrip- 
tion will, according to our terms, be compelled 


to pay the additional gum of twenty-five cents. 


Those who forward the amount they owe us, with- 
in a few days, will s8ave the additional price. 

It has been our constant aim to make the Uni- 
versalist an interesting . and useful periodical, and 
we 8hall continue our labors to effect this object. 
Our time, and all our powers, are employed for 
the interest of the work. To make it the more 
—_— and to adapt it more -particularly to 
the immediate wants of the order, we have con- 
cluded to appropriate one part of the paper, forth- 
with, for the Ladies' Repository. And, that there 
may be no lack of ability, we have engaged the 
gervices' of Rev. L. 8. Everett, of Charlestown, 
Mass., and Rev. M. H. Smith, of Hartford, Conn., 
as as80ciate editors. 

As this ans pos will necessarily increase 

the expenses of the paper, we hope our friends 
and agents will use their influence to obtain 8ub- 
8cribers. 'The unparalleled cheapness of the work 
obliges us to depend upon an extensive circulation 
for a remuneration of our services. 
In those places where a large number become 
gubscribers, an agent may be appointed, to whom 
the papers can be directed; and, to save postage, 
we can gend two upon one sheet, which-will re- 
duce the postage to half price. 


| : 
NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
SEVERAL Communications, from correspondents 
whom we highly esteem, are on hand, and shall 
receive ow attention their merits demand as 800n 
as 1 e. | 


Harp of Israel shall appear next week. 


| The beauty of a religious life is one of its great- 
est recommendations. What does it profess ? 
Peace to all mankind. It teaches us those arts 
which will render us beloved and respected, which 
will contribute to our present comfort as wel as 
our future happiness. Its greatest ornament is 
charity ; it inculcates x ar: Arg love and sim- 
plicity of affection ; it breathes nothing but the 
purest delight ; in short, it is a system perfectly 
calculated to. benefit the heart and improve the 


strictly trup : *That which hath been, is now ; and 
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. Bugbee's article will soon find aplace. The 
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OEMAMELIO 
Her last Xt Wends—TFro an Orphan's Diary, 1 


BY M1$S J. H. KINNEY. 
The wy took us _ COT from our beds— 
= $ister Bell and me— 
And carried us mi the room 
Where our sick mother os 


They bore us Do goat to her side wo 


And raised 
—That she might bless us - again 


Before her spirit fled. 


© O, are they here 7! she faintly cried, 
. 'My beautiful—my own ! 
And round my little sister's form 
Her arms were wildly thrown, 


And sweet and tender were the words 
That told her last farewell— 

Words that will be forgotten ne'er 
By me and sister Bell. 


7 


© T leave you now, my precious ones '— 
were the words she Bald 
« But I shall come to you again, 
When Christ revives the dead. 


©'The hand of time will wear away 
Remembrance of your mother : 

But ne'er, O ne'er, may ye forget 
Your God and one another ! 


As doe ed by, and on the third 

aces gathered round ; 

They told us"they had come to 
Our mother in the ground. 


They bade us kiss her for the last, 
For she would ne'er awake : 

And then we thought, with tears, upon 
The dying words Sho gpake. 


Like other orphans, we have felt 
The cold world's pride and scorn 

And sometimes haye we almost wis 
We never had been born : 


Yet 8till, amid the griefs and toils 
Spread out from day to day 

Those last, fond words have ept us in 
' The straight and narrow way. 


ſay 


hed 


Truth and Righteonsness. 


O, wovLD mankind but take fair truth their guide, 
And force the helm from rogmites and pride— 
Wore once these maxims, fixed, that God 's our Friend, 

good, and happiness our © 
#20n must reason o'er-the world prevail, 
bag nor fail ! TY 
with groundless fear 
- Describe the Armighty | al Gad and 8evere— 
Prodeatinating g80Mme, Without nce, 
heaven, and some to hell for no offence— 
Inflicting endless pains for transient crimes, 
favoring sects or nations, men or times. 


ines. 


O, HAPPINESS, by all admired—pursued! 
How oft defined—how 8eldom understood ! 
Thy charms, alluring, in fair prospects rise ; 
They court our eager arms and longing eyes. 


Life: of Murray. 


Just published, e Merge Capen & Lyon, No. 183 

Washington-street, Life of fonts Jonn MURRAy, late 

Ministes of of Recenoiiaied, ay Senior Pastor of the Uni- 

versalists congregated 'in Boston z written by himself, | 

This wor a rpietngn of the writer's i y, nd 
$ Extend 8OMe. years commencement 

us p peering hr which is added a brief 


ic labors in 
ti osing 8cene. : Fifth edition Lo 


tion to. the cl 
TY Rev. ; 


VPec | ved, with notes 
S. Eves: and a Portrait 46 conts 
«1th 3 $4 per dozen. 
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Deaths. 
CCC—_—__ 
3b. - Mr. James 


, Mr. Thomas 
"23, Mrs. plas yy oh 
a} er of Mr. Gilbert 


In this ci 
P. & gewell, 
In Stoughton, Mrs. . Rebecca Leach, 


In Danvers, Mr. William Blaney, 21. 


Religious Notices. 
The Ep1ToR will preach ok Je d,N. Ft 
_ S_s , by request; 
by wo 4 : COL 
e. nday in December 
: i. 3 Lerbons will proged 
(Gilmanton) next Sunday. = 


Br. H. Barge ou .will preach: in 
3d Sunda ember. 


Br. R. TATON will } reach in Weatford, on 3d 
Sunday in December. P the 
Br. J, Wr1GarT will preach in Stow, Mass,, next Sun-. 


a 
he R. S. Poyt will pong II Mags. next Sun- 
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LADIES” | REPOSITORY: 
*We truet in the Ii 70d: who is te Savior of all 
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D. D. SMITH, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR. 


| men.” 


ENCOURAGED by past 8uccess the Proprietor is induc- 
ed to isxue proposals for the third volume of © Tux Un1- 
VERSALIS?, And that it may interfere with no other 
| publication ady the doctrine of Universal 

| tion, he has, in- compliance with the advice of his ane, 
concluded to make an addition to its name bane vs" | 


-| trine of a world's owe pe 
1p1 experimen Be Repo s/n rr 
= a wang attention. 


1 will ad 


It will, as it has heretofore mo CO Mawgy Pure gb 


Notion of of nn 
events, interesting to = religious pulls 3 -brief reviews 
of rare and popular works ; poetical ions, and } 
fact every thing which will tend to render a 

of the: kind. entertain and useful, will find a 

its ar gay = Its tone hs mild, 

» dub. ot the one. time distinct, _ Co 
Won all, aim to make its nyſe chants, an and its lite 
character generally 8uch as command respect. 
vocate the rights of -FEMALES, and earnestly - 
foes for FEMALE education. In a word, no pains will be 

ared to render *Tusx UNIVERSALIST AND LaDits' 

EPOSITORY,' a welcome visitor at the dwe of | 
Female Universalist, and 8uch a publication as will do- 
fer pat to Ig denomination in the m_ improved —_ 
of gocie | 
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